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A Study on the Inter-Provincial Transport of Tribute Grain by the Four Garrisons of

Jingzhou and Mianyang in the Qing Dynasty

WU Zuyong (Institute of Marxism, Chongqing Academy of Social Sciences; whuwzy @ 163.com)

Abstract: In the early Qing Dynasty, due to frequent warfare, the grain transport soldiers
and boats in Hunan garrisons suffered severe shortages. To ensure the stability of the grain
tribute system, the task of transporting Hunan’s tribute grain was assigned to four garrisons from
Hubei: Jingzhou, Jingzhou Left, Jingzhou Right, and Mianyang. Although these four garrisons
were responsible for transporting Hunan’s grain and were under the jurisdiction of the Hunan
Grain Intendant, the associated expenses were still apportioned among the garrison transport
units and their affiliated families. By the mid-Qing period, the garrison farmlands supporting
the transport system had severely dwindled. The Hunan Grain Intendant maintained effective
administration over the four garrisons by implementing measures to reclaim these lost farmlands.
After the Xianfeng reign, the inland waterway grain transport system gradually disintegrated. The
garrison soldiers of the four garrisons ceased their grain transport duties but remained obligated
to cultivate the garrison lands and pay the associated land taxes. In the late Guangxu period,
under the initiative of Zhang Zhidong, the Governor-General of Huguang, the military households
of the Hunan and Hubei transport garrisons were allowed to redeem their garrison lands as
private property by paying a deed tax. This reform marked the complete termination of the inter-
provincial grain transport system operated by the four Jingzhou and Mianyang garrisons.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, Hunan, grain transport garrisons, military land, inter-provincial

transport
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